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OUR MISSION is to be a strong voice for the best interests  
of vulnerable children who have been removed from their  
homes or are under court supervision due to abuse, neglect  
or abandonment. We recruit, train and supervise community  
volunteers to be advocates, mentors and champions for each child 
on his or her journey to a safe, permanent and nurturing home.
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CASA...  
CONTINUING 
TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE
Dear Friends,

We are very fortunate to meet so many wonderful people through our work at CASA.  
We are constantly amazed at the time, energy and passion that CASA volunteers give to 
the children they serve. And we are consistently overwhelmed by the generosity of all of 
you who support CASA through your donations. 

YOU are the reason that CASA of Morris and Sussex Counties served 95% of the children 
in foster care in our two counties during this Fiscal Year (2015-2016). This far exceeds 
the NJ State average of serving 28% of children in foster care.  

CASA is part of our community’s response to embracing and protecting children exposed 
to abuse and neglect. We are reminded on a daily basis that child abuse and neglect 
are not diminishing, but escalating. A child’s emotional, physical, and mental well-being 
are fragile and easily compromised.  

This is why CASA volunteers are crucial to ensuring positive outcomes for children in the 
foster care system. Our volunteers truly make a difference in these children’s lives through 
their advocacy and unbiased recommendations to the court. We applaud the 163  
volunteers who advocated for 363 abused and neglected children in this Fiscal Year.  

As you review this Annual Report, please know that CASA could not have achieved all 
that it has without YOUR continued support and commitment to helping protect vulnerable 
children. This is demonstrated by the numerous accomplishments that our organization 
continues to achieve as we expand our programs. 

We fervently hope that all children will be protected from harm, live in a permanent and 
stable family environment, and receive the services that will meet their developmental, 
educational, physical, and mental health needs. 

On behalf of the CASA Board of Trustees and staff, we send a heartfelt thank you to 
YOU, our donors and our dedicated and resilient volunteers. We invite you to remain a 
part of our community, championing the best interests of children at risk.  

Together, we will continue to make a difference.

Lisa Barsky Firkser, Ph.D. 
Executive Director

Jeanne M. Bratsafolis, Esq. 
Board President



JASON’S 
STORY

Jason was removed from his birth mother 
right before his 5th birthday. He was at 
substantial risk of harm due to inadequate 
parental supervision and homelessness, 
as well as his mother’s serious mental 
illness and substance abuse. Jason was 
placed into a foster home and assigned 
a CASA volunteer, Mike. Unfortunately, 
Jason exhibited violent tantrums, and  
he was diagnosed as suffering from  
mental illness. He often needed to be  
hospitalized due to his violent outbursts, 
which resulted in the foster parents’  
inability to keep Jason in their home.

This cycle of being placed in a foster 
home and then removed because of  
disruptive behaviors and threats to other 
children was sadly repeated 14 times 
during the course of this case. Throughout 
all of Jason’s placements, Mike was 
steadfast in advocating for his needs 

and for in-home services at the foster 
homes. He followed him to foster homes 
throughout New Jersey and traveled 
great distances to attend school meetings 
and medical appointments. Finally, Jason 
was placed in a specialized foster home. 
With the foster parents’ cooperation  
and a team of pediatric doctors,  
Mike facilitated the provision of in-home 
services including family therapy.  
Mike assisted with finding doctors and 
therapists who would accept Medicaid 
and meet Jason’s needs. At one point, 
even this foster family wanted to give up 

on Jason. However, with Mike’s support 
and advocacy, they agreed to accept 
additional services to help alleviate their 
frustration with Jason’s behaviors.

With persistence and caring from  
everyone on Jason’s “team,” he was  

able to control his behaviors, and he 
began to make progress in school and 
in his therapies. At the age of 10, Jason 
was adopted by his foster parents. A few 
months after the adoption, the adoptive 
mother called the CASA office to thank 
Mike and the CASA staff for all of their 
support and to relay the news that Jason 
was awarded a trophy for the “Most 
Improved Student” during the school year.

Without Mike’s efforts, Jason would have 
been confined to a life of hospitalizations 
and residential treatment centers.  

He would not have found a “home” and 
a family to love and support him. Truly, 
Mike’s work as a CASA volunteer had  
a significant impact on Jason’s life  
and future.

I find it rewarding to see instances where if a CASA weren’t 
involved, the child would have slipped through the cracks.
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– Jill Bellaus, CASA Volunteer
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE... 
Our community came together to provide birthday presents, holiday gifts, 
beach towels, backpacks, school supplies, teddy bears, toiletries and 
smiles for over 350 children in foster care. 

THANK YOU TO: 
Assumption Church, Giving Tree Committee 
A Birthday Wish 
Books-A-Million, Rockaway 
The Briad Group, Wendy’s Division 
Caring Capital 
NJ Pajama Program 
PNY Technologies of Parsippany 
Politi Auto Parts 
Saint Joseph Church, Human Concerns Ministry  
Suzann Brucato 
Telecom Pioneers, Chapter #99 
West Morris Mendham High School, Service Club



MORRIS COUNTY 973.998.7590   |   SUSSEX COUNTY 973.579.0723   |   www.CASAMSC.org

HOW TO HELP US  
ADVOCATE FOR  
CHILDREN
•   Attend an Information Session to learn the process to  

become a CASA volunteer to advocate for a child. 

•  Make a tax-deductible donation of cash or appreciated securities.

•  Ask your employer to match your gift to CASA.

•   Honor a family member or friend by sending a tribute card:  
in memory of, in honor of, thank you, happy birthday, etc.

•  Include CASA in your Will or Estate Plan.

•  Become a member of the CASA Board of Trustees 

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

 Take Teens From Our  
Fostering Futures Program  

On Outings

Recruit, Train and Supervise  
Community Volunteers 

CASA Staff Salaries Organizational Overhead 

School Supplies, Birthday and  
Holiday Gifts, and Other Essential 
Items for Children in Foster Care
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OUR CASA VOLUNTEERS ARE THE  
HEART & SOUL OF OUR ORGANIZATION
         The best part of being a CASA volunteer is seeing the positive impact you can have in a child’s life,  
which is often filled with very negative circumstances. In many cases, you’re able to get things accomplished 
that otherwise would not have happened. As a CASA volunteer, you can definitely make a difference.   
 – Bill Bilinkas, CASA Volunteer 
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Adath Shalom Synagogue 
AIG
Allergan Foundation
Alpine School
AMACAR Group LLC
Arthur J. Gallagher Co.
Avis Budget Group Charitable Foundation
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Black Horse Tavern and Pub
Bressler, Amery & Ross
Briad Group
Buzak Law  Group
Caristia, Kulsar & Wade
Catholic Book Publishing 
Ceconi & Cheifetz
Chester Lions NJ Charitable Foundation
Chubb
Cohn Reznick
Community Foundation of NJ
Congregation B’nai Emet
Connect One Bank
County College of Morris
Crum & Forster
Daly & Associates
Davis & Hepplewhite Funeral Home 
Day Pitney
Durkin & Durkin
Eastern Propane
East Hanover Township Schools
Einhorn, Harris, Ascher, Barbarito & Frost
F&G Insurance Agency
F. M. Kirby Foundation
Fidelity Investments
First Hope Bank
First Presbyterian Church of Mendham

Franklin Mutual Insurance
Fulton Bank of New Jersey
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Gouldin & McCarthy
Green Pond Women’s Club
Greenberg Traurig
H2Ocean 
Harding Township Elementary School
Head Family Charitable Foundation
Healey Foundation
Inserra Supermarkets
Investors Bank
Investors Bank Foundation
IT Radix
John A. & Margaret Post Foundation
John Bickford Foundation
Kearny Shop Rite
Kiel School
Knollwood Elementary School
Korn Hynes Communications
Lakeland Bank
Langjahr Forsyth & Low
Laura J. Niles Foundation
Leshner, Franchino & Company 
Lincoln Park Elementary School
Lovas, Akselrad & Joseph
Marketsmith, Inc
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter
Mellinger, Sanders, Kartzman 
Merriam Avenue School
MetLife Foundation
Millennium Communications Group
Morris County Office of Community Development
Morris County School Business Officials Association
Morris Knolls High School

Morris, Downing & Sherred
Morristown Rotary Club
National CASA Association
National Council of Jewish Women, W. Morris
Netcong Board of Education
New Jersey Sports Medicine
Nicole’s Ten
Nisivoccia 
Nutley Park ShopRite
Olive Lucy’s
Page Hill Foundation
Pearl R. Miller School
Phil’s Foreign Car Service
Pitt Rivington Assets
Politi Auto Parts
Porfido Law
Porzio, Bromberg & Newman
Post, Polak, Goodsell, Macneill & Strauchler
Presbyterian Church in Morristown
Prestige Real Estate Services
Prismatic Development Corporation
Prudential Foundation
PSE&G
Revenue Renaissance Group 
Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland & Perretti
Robert and Joan Dircks Foundation
Rockaway Valley School
RoNetco Supermarkets
Rotary Club of Madison
Roxbury High School
Salny Redbord and Rinaldi
Schwartz, Simon, Edelstein & Celso 
Selective Insurance Group Foundation
Sentient
ShopRite of Hunterdon County
ShopRite of Lincoln Park
Sills Cummis & Gross
Sparta  Township Public Schools
State Office of Victim Witness Advocacy
Stop & Shop
Sullivan and Graber
Sussex Association of Realtors
Sweetie Pig Foundation
The Complete Package
Thorlabs
Thrivent Financial
Townsend, Tomaio & Newmark
True & Associates
United Way of Northern New Jersey
Wakefern Food Corporation
Waldis Family Foundation
Walter F. and Alice Gorham Foundation
Weinberger Law Group
Wells Fargo Advisors
Wennogle Law
Whippany Park High School
William E. Simon Foundation
Willis and Nancy King Foundation
WithumSmith & Brown
Woman’s Club of Chatham

CONTINUING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
It takes a community to fund CASA of Morris and Sussex Counties.  
Thank you to the businesses, community groups, congregations,  

foundations and schools who supported our organization this year.  
Our donors are very important to us.
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To protect the privacy of our individual donors, we have not listed their names.



HIGHLIGHTS 
OF FISCAL YEAR 2016: 

JULY 1, 2015 – JUNE 30, 2016

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
THIS PAST YEAR...

EXPENSES

73%

19%

8%

PROGRAM  
(Volunteer Training and  
Child Advocacy and Mentoring)
$469,369

DEVELOPMENT   
(Outreach, Marketing and Fundraising) 
$123,502 

MANAGEMENT  
(Office and Administrative) 
$53,988 

TOTAL $646,859

REVENUE

% OF CHILDREN SERVED

57%

25%

14%

3%
1%

GRANTS  
$453,440

FUNDRAISING EVENT 
$201,232 

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 
$112,485 

CORPORATE 
$22,645 

INVESTMENT INCOME 
$8,218  

TOTAL $798,020

60%

70%

90%

80%

100%

FY16FY15FY14FY13FY12FY11

96%  
OF THE CHILDREN IN  
FOSTER CARE WERE SERVED  
by our organization in Morris and Sussex 
Counties, compared with the State average 
of serving 28% of children in care. 

163 
CASA VOLUNTEERS  
advocated for 363 children

126 
NEW CHILDREN  
were added to the CASA caseload

133  
CHILDREN FOUND SAFE,  
loving homes through CASA’s advocacy

9,353 
HOURS OF SERVICE   
were reported by CASA volunteers

92,000 
MILES WERE DRIVEN BY CASA  
volunteers to visit their assigned children 
and to attend meetings and court hearings 
on the children’s behalf

$249,725  
OF CHILD ADVOCACY SERVICES  
were provided by our volunteers based  
on the hourly dollar value of $26.70, as 
calculated by the NJ Independent Sector 

4 YEARS  
IS OUR AVERAGE VOLUNTEER 
RETENTION RATE,  
the highest rate among NJ CASA programs
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CASA of Morris and Sussex Counties... Continuing to make a difference


